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INFLUENCE AND SPHERE OF WOMAN. 


[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 133.] 

Wx have come here to stay. We came willingly, because we had to.” 

We could not help ourselves. We had no other place to go. And the 
Lord hasjpreserved us here, so far, and we have grown so big or numerous 
that Ido not see how we are going to be ousted. Weare going to take 
root on_the tops of these mountains and spread out. We are spreading 
out on the north and south, and are running over the borders of the 
United States into Mexico and Canada ; and on the east we are spreading 
out into Wyoming and Colorado ; and on the west we would spread out 
into that desert a little more if it were not that we would be eaten out by 
taxes in that poor little sagebrush State. If it had remained a part of 
Utah it would have been a prosperous country to-day. But it was turned 
over to speculators, and they have kept the people away from it until it 
is a poor little weakling, scarcely able to bear its own burdens. But some 
of our people are there in Nevada, and our children are growing up, and 
still they are asking for more room ; and they will keep on growing, and 
we must have room equal to our numbers. The land is broad, and the 
Lord is merciful to us, and we will possess our inheritances, not sell them 
to speculators and boomers if we can help it. I think the Latter-day 
Saints have been exceedingly unwise in many of these matters. But the 
Lord will overrule everything for the good of the righteous if they will 
keep His Spirit and honor Him. 

If these are facts, why not lay the foundation? We who are old can do 
but little else than to lay the foundation for our children, and let us begin 
- to plan in our minds to lay the foundations broad enough, so that our 
children will not have to tear them up and begin to rebuild them. Presi- 
dent Young was a man inspired of God, and his mind was broad and 
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comprehensive. We see in all the progress of Utah his handiwork—the 
master hand of God exhibited in what he did. And so also was it with 
the Prophet Joseph Smith. He laid the foundations of this work on the 
broad basis of eternal progress. We have room to extend until we fill the 
whole earth with the knowledge of God and His truth. The foundations 
laid by God through President Young are good for us to build upon ; and 
there is not much chance for us to improve on the foundation thus laid. 
In our new enterprises, whatever we do, let us get the inspiration of the 

Almighty; and when we plan, let us plan for the future as well as to-day, 
so that what we do may not be lost in after ages, but be good for all time 
to come, that our children after us may say, Our fathers builded better 
than they knew,” and they will give us credit for building well upon the 

foundations which have been laid for us. Let us lay our foundations in 
truth and virtue, in honor and integrity, in purity and righteousness ; 
then our children will have plenty of room and a solid foundation to build 
upon. May God help us to so build and lay this foundation is my prayer. 


Amen. 


In the afternoon meeting of the conference the following remarks were 


made by 
PRESIDENT JOSEPH F. SMITH: 

It was entirely unexpected on my part to be called upon to address you 
again to-day. And in attempting to do so I desire sincerely the attention 
and the faith and good desires and prayers of the Saints that are assem- 
bled. Every one who addresses a congregation of Latter-day Saints is 
under the necessity of possessing to some extent the inspiration of the 
Almighty and the light and guiding influences of the Holy Spirit, in order 
to instruct and edify the Saints. It is impossible for any one to admin- 
ister spiritua] food to the Latter-day Saints unless he is endowed with 
that Spirit. I therefore ask and desire an interest in the faith and prayers 
of the Latter-day Saints that are here assembled, of the sisters especially. 

This is about as large a congregation of sisters as I have seen lately, 
and it is good to be here. It is very interesting to listen to the aged 
mothers in Israel who have spoken this afternoon—Aunts Zina and Bath- 
sheba and Sister Horne—all of whom were acquainted personally with 
the Prophet Joseph Smith. Those that knew him are becoming very 
scarce among us now ; yet I hear to-day quite a number, and I presume 
there are others within the sound of my voice, who knew the Prophet 
Joseph Smith, weré acquainted with him, and received instructions under 
his own teaching and voice. I was pleased to hear the testimony of Aunt 
Bathsheba, who told us that she was present at the first organization of 
the Relief Society in Nauvoo. It will be fifty years on the 17th of March 
since that took place. A great amount of good has been done by that 
organization since that time. 

As President Richards has been telling us this afternoon, Wann of 
dollars have been contributed by this Stake and other Stakes, for the 
building of Temples, and thousands of dollars have been contributed by 
them in assisting to build our ward meeting houses. Then thousands of 


— * 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 1 


dollars have been raised and paid towards the clothing of the poor and 
those that were destitute, although I am happy to say that the Lord has 
blessed Zion to such an extent that-the children of Zion need but little 
assistance ; but the stranger who is coming within our gates, I see, fre- 
quently calls foralms ; and the Latter-day Saints are in a position to ex- 
tend to them some help—to feed the hungry, and they do not turn away 
the hungered from their doors. The Lord has blessed us to this extent ; 
and there are very few of the children of Zion, if any, who lack bread, and 
few of the people of God but what are in a position to take care of them- 
selves, except the very aged and those that are gathered to this land, 
which God has given to His people, from the poor districts of the 
old world. Many of them have come here destitute and need assistance. 
And the Saints have been blessed with means to assist them. The Relief 
Societies have gone to their support ; and I believe more could be done in 
this direction by these societies if everywhere in the Church the same 
union and lively interest were manifested that are exhibited by the 
societies of this Stake of Zion. 

I am very much pleased with the reports that we hear of the societies 
of this Stake. They are lively and united, and there is no conflict be- 
tween them and the Presidency of the Stake and the Bishops of the 
various wards. All are united on friendly terms; and this is as it should 
be; because there should be no conflict between any of the organizations 
instituted for the benefit of the young, the aged and the poor, and for the 
benefit of all ; nor between those quorums and organizations and authori- 
ties of the Priesthood established in the Church. 

The Priesthood stand at the head. They preside over all things. It is 
the duty of those that bear the Priesthood to look after all the organiza- 
tions of the Church ; not only the organization of the Priesthood, but also 
all the organizations instituted for the benefit of the people at large—our 
Relief Societies, Mutual Improvement Associations, Primaries, and our 
co-operative associations, and all our organizations that have been devised 
for the building up of the people of God and the prosperity of truth and 
righteousness in the land. All of these should receive the supervisory 
and fatherly care and attention and the deep and abiding interest of 
the authorities of the Church, whether in the ward or in the general 
authorities of the Church, because the Priesthood are interested in the 
welfare of the people of God and the building up and establishment of 
Zion on the earth. And all these organizations that have been framed, 
established, and ordained of God should look to these presiding authori- 
ties and operate in harmony with them, honoring them in their places, 
and so each honoring the other; the lesser honoring the great, and the 
greater the less ; and thus through all the ramifications of the Church. 
Thus we pull altogether a strong pull, a long pull for the establishment of 
the Church. I am pleased it is so in this Stake of Zion, and I hope it is so 
everywhere else in Zion ; although I am not _— to state what is the 
condition of affairs away from here. 

Another item I wish to call attention to was e by Sister 
Bathsheba. She was present when the Prophet gave the endowments, 
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and she testified here that there were witnesses to the fact that the 
Prophet Joseph Smith did establish these ordinances in the Church ; that 
is to say, that God established them through the Prophet Joseph Smith, 


and not, as many say, through President Young. 


God raised up the Prophet Joseph Smith to do the work that he did, and 
as I said this morning, I will repeat again, the Lord Almighty, through 
Joseph Smith the Prophet, laid the foundation of this work, and upon 
that foundation President. Brigham Young, Presidents John Taylor and 
Wilford Woodruff have been building, and will continue to build ; and 
those that come after President Woodruff will continue to build upon that 
foundation. For the Lord showed unto Joseph Smith the plan of the 
Gospel, the plan of redemption of the human family, the plan of the res- 


toration of the righteousness of God upon the face of the earth, and His 


purposes from the foundation of the world, and that they should be ac- 
complished in the fulness of times. And President Joseph Smith had 
good help. The Lord raised up good men to assist him ; and although he 


was harassed by traitors, yet Presidents Brigham Young, John Taylor, 


and others were firm and faithful, and stood by the Prophet through thick 
and thin; and they were helps to the Prophet; they strengthened his 


hands, and they participated with him in the work of God. President 


Young had the good help of those tried and faithful men who remained 
with him. Heber was true to President Young, as President Young had 
been to Joseph Smith; and so were others. Brothers Wilford Woodruff, 
Willard Richards, Lorenzo and Erastus Snow, and many others were as 
true to the Prophet Brigham Young as they had been to the Prophet 
Joseph Smith. So his hands were strengthened and upheld by the in- 
fluence and voice of good men, and the power and wisdom and intelligence 
of God, to do the work for which the Lord had raised them up. The Lord 
will raise up men all the time todo His work, and we need not fear that 
the time will ever come when the Lord will lack men to do His work and 
accomplish His purposes. God has put forth His hand for the last time 
to accomplish His work, and do you think He will see it fail or leave it to 
another people? I do not think He will so long as there are faithful men 
upon the earth. 

There will be some left many years to come, no doubt, that l in the 
days of the Prrophet Joseph Smith. I remember him myself very well, 
though I was but a very little boy at that time. The last occasion I re- 
member him was when he was brought home from Carthage a corpse. 
I remember him still as I saw him on that day. But just previous to that 
I remember him with others coming back across the Mississippi river in a 
boat. I remember them landing near our home; they came into my 
father’s house—the Prophet took me upon his knee, and caressed me as a 
little child. This, with the remarks he made at the time, I remember 
well, and shall not forget while memory lasts. The time will come, per- 
haps, when we will see but very few men or women in this Church who 
were old enough to understand things in the days of the Prophet Joseph 
Smith. Then it will be something to say, “I saw the Prophet in my 
youth—in my childhood.” It does me good to see one that has seen the 
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Prophet of God, Joseph Smith, the man that the Lord honored with His 
own presence and the presence of His own Son; the man who kneeled 
before the Father and the Son, whom he beheld in their glory, when 
the Father pointed to the Son and said, This is my beloved Son; hear 
Him.” 

[ro BE CONTINUED.] 


ANCIENT AMERICAN CITIES. 


ConsPiIcuoUs among the many attractive features of the World's Fair in 
1893, at Chicago, U. S.A., will be the collection of archzeological curiosities 
pertaining to the American continent. Laudable efforts are being made 
to make this department as extensive and interesting as possible. 

For many years it has been well known that vast relics—in the way of 
ruined cities, temples and mansions—exist in Central America. But little 
attention has been paid to these ruins by the people of the countries in 
which they exist. But a new interest has been awakened in them by the 
proposed Columbian Exposition. The people of the republics of the 
South are active in their efforts to secure at that great exhibit an ade- 
quate display of ancient American curiosities. 

Last July the government of Honduras issued a decree turning over all 
the ruins within its borders to the Museum of Archeology and Ethnology 
at Cambridge, U. S. A., for a period of ten years. The authorities of that in- 
stitution immediately took steps to have the country thoroughly explored. 
A company was formed and an expedition arranged by which the most 
exhaustive research could be prosecuted. In the latter part of December 
last the expedition arrived safely in Central America, and proceeded to a 
place called Copan, where extensive ruins exist. The city of Copan is 
situated on a river of the same name, in that corner of Honduras which 
adjoins Guatemala on the northwest and Salvador on the southwest. The 
ruins are scattered over a large area on the left bank of the river. They 
are now half buried by dense vegetation and immense forest trees, The 
buildings consist of pyramidal structures, terraced edifices, temples, pal- 
aces, and various other kinds of works. What are supposed to be altars 
covered with hieroglyphic or symbolic figures abound. The inscriptions 
in the interior of the buildings appear as well preserved as when first 
carved. But those on the outside, owing to the contact with and action 
of the elements, are undecipherable. 

Similar ruins exist in Yucatan, Guatemala and Salvador. Many of 
them plainly show that large and populous cities at one time flourished 
in these regions. The celebrated travelers Stevens and Catherwood visited 
Central America in 1839-40, and made quite extensive researches. The 
results of their labors they published in several illustrated volumes. 
Though a great deal of interest was awakened, and other enthusiastic 
archeologists visited the countries mentioned, and found the ruins as 
described, yet nothing systematic or practical was ever attempted until 
the present expedition was sent out from Harvard University. This one 
is fully equipped in every particular. It is accompanied by learned men 
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of all professions. A regular plan of excavation and clearing will be car- 
ried out. The inscriptions will be closely scanned and carefully handled. 
All the material that can be moved to this country will be exhibited at 

the World's Fair. But the work of the expedition will be continued for 
ten years, and it will be aided by the Honduran and Guatemalan govern- 
ments, and possibly, now that serious interest is silanes by the United 


States government. 
ATLANTIC STEAMERS. 


In an interesting article in the Scottish Review, Professor Henry Dyer 
gives a record of the transatlantic traffic since the introduction of steam 
as a means of propulsion for ocean-going vessels, and points out that in 
this record the quicker ships go the less accidents there are. From this 
he concludes that the effort now being made to reduce the time across the 
Atlantic six to ten hours below what it is at present is not a cause of ap- 
prehension to travelers. He says: From 1838, the time when trans- 
atlantic steamship traffic was established, till 1879, there were 144 
steamers of all classes lost. Of these, twenty-four never reached the 
ports for which they sailed, their fates being unknown ; ten were burned 
at sea, eight were sunk in collisions, three were sunk by ice, and the others 
were stranded or lost from various causes. Many of these were small, but 
some were of considerable size, and their loss caused much public feeling. 
The first which disappeared was the President, which was never heard of 
after she sailed in 1841. A Cunard steamer, the Columbia, was wrecked 
by running ashore in 1843, but it is somewhat remarkable that this was 
the only Atlantic steamer lost in thirteen years after the disappearance of 
the President, a fact which speaks volumes for the quality of the work- 
manship of the shipbuilders and the engineers, and the skill and care of 
the navigators. In 1854 the City of Glasgow, with 480 souls on boa 
never seen or heard of after she sailed, and in the same year the Arctic, of 
the Collins line, was sunk by a collision, and 562 persons perished ; and 
two years later another of the same line disappeared with 186 persons on 
board. The Austria, of the Hamburg-American line, was burnt at sea in 
1858, with a loss of 471 lives. oe 

Some of the most striking losses in the following years were the City of 
Boston, of the Inman line, which disappeared in 1870, with upwards of 200 
persons on board ; the Atlantic, of the White Star line, which ran ashore 
in 1873, causing the loss of 560 lives; the Ville du Havre, of the French 
line, which was sunk by collision in the English Channel, and 230 persons 
drowned ; the State of Florida, sunk by collision with a sailing ship; and 
the Cubatd liner Oregon by the same cause with a coal schooner. Statistics 
show a great decrease in the number of accidents and losses during 
what may be called the modern period of steamships, as compared with 
the earlier, and especially with the transition period from sailing vessels 
to steamships. The record for the year 1890 was of the most satisfactory 
kind, for, notwithstanding all the risks involved, we find that there were 
nearly two thousand trips made from New Tork alone to various European 
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ports, and that about two hundred thousand passengers were carried in 
addition to 372,000 emigrants, all without any accident. It is an inter- 
esting fact to note that in the large lines of steamers the average safety of 
the sailor’s life is high. The late Mr. Thomas Gray stated, for instance, 
that in the Union line to the Cape he found that only one passenger had 
died in twenty years, and that four seamen died in three years. In the 
Peninsular and Oriental only one seaman had died in one year in the 
forty vessels of the line, and during three years not a single passenger 
had been lost ; the Inman liners had lost no passengers out of a million, 
and only eleven seamen had died in three years ; and the Cunard liners 
had no passengers lost in three years, and only nine seamen dead. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


Efforts are being made in Congress for the passage of laws further restrieting immigra- 
tion into the United States. | 

Six persons were killed and thirty injured by an accident to a railway work train at 
Milwaukee, U.S.A., on March 1. 

4 toll chimney at Cleckheaton, England, fell mill on February 24, killing fourtoen 
persons and injuring several others. 

Eleven persons were killed and five injured by the falling of a large rock, near the 
palace of Ajuda, Spain, on February 24. 

On February 26, three Russian spies who had entered Austrian territory were shot and 
wounded by Austrian guards as they were recrossing the Vistula. 

The steamer Forest Queen was sunk off the east coast of England, on February 28, by a 
collision with the steamer Loughborough. Fourteen of the crew were drowned. 

Owing to employers having given notice that there will be a reduction in the wages of 
coal miners in Yorkshire, Lancashire, Nottingham, Derbyshire, Durham and Cumber- 
land, England, 400,000 miners in those districts resolved to go on strike on March 12. 

A fleet of nineteen fishing vessels was caught in a blizzard off the Newfoundland coast 
on February 27. The boats were driven ashore, when it was found that 150 men had been 
lost. Of those who reached shore, thirteen were frozen to death, and the remaining sixty- 
eight were terribly frost-bitten. 


A4 violent shock of earthquake was felt in California on February 23. AtSan Diego 
the buildings swayed to and fro, and the inhabitants rushed panic-stricken into the 
streets, while many fled to the open ground outside of the town. There was considerable 
_ trembling of the earth at other places; eight shocks were felt. 


Instances of the murder of children by parents are becoming alarmingly prevalent in 
England, scarce a week passing without a report of murders of this class. On February 
29 five children became victims ; four of them had their throats cut by their father, a 
shoemaker at Doncaster, and the other was murdered in the same manner by his 
mother, at Alperton, near Harrow. nenen 
to commit suicide. 

perishing for lack of food, is increasing. On March 1, at the distribution of bread to the 
tarving people, many piteous scenes were witnessed. Of those who had assembled 4000 
men and women received nothing, as the supply of loaves was insufficient. When it be- 
came known that the amount for distribution was exhausted, the people seemed to lose 
all control of themselves and behaved like maniacs; the crush was terrible, and in the 
midst of it numbers of women fainted. The poles had to be called to disperse the 


| 
7 


152 LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


MONDAY, MARCH 7, 1892. 


THE WORK OF SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 


A LARGE share of the attention of Latter-day Saints, particularly in recent 
years, has been given to the duty of training their children in a knowledge 
of the principles of the Gospel. During a considerable portion of the 
Church history, while the Saints were subjected to violent persecutions, 
being frequently driven from their homes, and while they were seeking a 
dwelling place beyond the reach of mobs, the circumstances were such as 
to deprive many who were then children of the full benefits of that train- 
ing which was desirable, and which would have been accorded them under 
different conditions. Trust in God was deeply instilled into their hearts 
by the experiences of those times, but a comprehension of His plan of sal- 
vation had to be acquired, in many instances, in later years. Since then, 
however, the opportunities for obtaining a knowledge of Gospel laws and 
ordinances have been greatly multiplied, and the institution of Sunday 
Schools, Improvement and Primary Associations, and other societies, as a 
means of imparting instruction to the young people, has proved to be of 
incalculable value. 7 
Shortly after the Pioneers settled in the valley of the Great Salt Lake, 
Sunday Schools were inaugurated and met with varying success, owing 
to the vicissitudes necessarily encountered in a new and sparsely-settled 
region. The years of patient effort, however, brought their reward, and 
in all the cities and villages where the Saints had located, the Sunday 
School became a permanent feature. A general organization was formed, 
called the Deseret Sunday School Union, which united the schools in one 
grand system, those in each Stake of Zion being combined under a Stake 
board of officers. The Union now includes upwards of sixty thousand 
members in Utah and the surrounding States and Territories, and its 
numbers are steadily increasing. New schools are added where circum- 
stances render it necessary or practicable ; and whenever improvement 
can be made in the methods of instruction, the officers are not slow to act. 
Elder Thomas C. Griggs, superintendent of Sunday Schools in the Salt 
Lake Stake of Zion, in a letter dated February 12, thus notes a few items 
of the labor being carried on in that district : 


Recently schools have been organized at Center, a ward formed from 
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2 ns of Bort Point and. Brighton wards ; also in the Twenty-third, 


a part of the Twenty-second W 
One of the most — and interesting of Sunday and the first 


ol believe, organized among the that for the deaf, 
now four weeks organized. It is composed of members of the “ Utah 
School for the Deaf, in attendance from all se of the 1 

Much and perfor rmed in 


pre 1 uide for the Officers and Teachers ons, Sunday Schools 
In the t Lake Stake of Zion,” which is now published. 

The Deseret Sunday School Union has, at a considerable outlay of labor 
and money, prepared a thousand large colored charts of Book of Mor- 
mon * and nearly quarter of a million small fac simile cards of the 

e anticipate many good results to the honor and glory of God 
fon the circulation of these charts and cards. 

The detail of working in the schools is somewhat varied by local * 
tions, but an idea of the general plan in view by the Union can be obtained 
from the Guide referred to as being adopted in the Salt Lake Stake, that 
being a representative organization. In the grading of schools there are 
four departments — Primary, First Intermediate, Second Intermediate, 
and Theological. The primary department includes the younger children 
in attendance. There the little ones are instructed how to conduct them- 
selves, and have explained to them, in language within their comprehen- 
sion, the first principles of the Gospel, and the Word of Wisdom and other 
simple rules of health; Bible and Book of Mormon stories and events con- 
nected with the restoration of the Gospel are related; these, with the 
singing exercises and simple lessons inculcating moral precepts, comprise 
the range of instruction. In the first intermediate department is given a 
more thorough explanation of the lessons begun in the lower department, 
and the life and mission of the Savior and the divinity of the Scriptures 
receive special attention. The second intermediate is a further amplifica- 
tion of these studies, reaching to the duties ef those holding the Lesser 
_ Priesthood, historical events associated with the Scriptures, etc. The 
theological department engages in a full and comprehensive study of all 
the principles of the Gospel, and of Church history, ancient and modern. 

Thus it will be seen that the training of the youth of Zion is a labor that 
requires the faith and energy of those engaged in it. They are bringing 
forth fruit to the glory of God, and their fruit shall remain ; for on the 
children of the Latter-day Saints, trained in the principles of the Gospel 
by those whom the Lord has called to that duty, is already resting the re- 
sponsibility of a great work, as they are moving forward in the path of 
righteousness wherein their fathers walked ; and in their advancing steps 
can be distinctly heard the tread of Israel’s coming hosts, whose destiny 
it is to behold the ushering in of the Millennial reign of peace. 

There are Sunday Schools among the Saints in the European Mission, 
but their number is possibly less than even in the scattered condition of 
the people it might profitably be. But those which do exist are perform- 
ing good work, not only among the children, but with those of maturer 
years, both members of the Church and non-members ; for many of the 
latter, especially young people, have attended and there honed the Gospel 
principles for the first time. 

It is the advice to Presidents of thas schools should be 
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conducted wherever practicable, and an invitation be given to every one 
to attend and receive instruction from the Scriptures. The effect for good 
of such training, even upon children whose parents will permit them to 
attend but not to unite with the Church, will not be lost. Like “bread 
cast upon the waters,” it will return after many days. The children are 
taught in the way of life and truth, and the seed thus implanted in their 
hearts will germinate and bear fruit in the due time of the Lord. The 
Elders of Israel and the Saints should not neglect this means of bearing 
witness to the divine message they have received. aH A 


THE Minneapolis Times remarks: Senator Teller’s bill for the admis- 
sion of Utah into the Union as a State was a surprise to the Senate. Not 
that Utah has not the population to entitle it to statehood. It had that 
many years ago. It ought to have been admitted in preference to most of 
the six States created by the last Congress. Its misfortune is that it is un- 
derstood to be democratic in sentiment. This has kept it out, as it has 
kept out New Mexico. True, it is alleged that Utah is unfit for statehood 
because some insignificant percentage of its people have more than one 
wife. That, of course, is mere pretense. If it were a valid reason for 
keeping Utah out, it would be a valid reason for wishing to put half the 
States out. The records of the courts of many of the States show a larger 
number of men with several wives than Utah has. It is politics, not 
polygamy, that keeps Utah waiting. 


THE prevalence of influenza in Europe during the past few months has 
led to a movement on the part of several religious dignitaries to absolve 
the members of their flocks from keeping certain sectarian fasts, such as 
abstention from meat during Lent, etc. In this regard a number of pecu- 
liar ideas have been advanced, among which may be classed the idiocratic 
suggestion of the Anglican bishop of Ely, who advised the people in his 
diocese to do a sort of penance for the indulgence granted them by reciting 
one of the Psalms each day during the Lenten period. No doubt this will 
prove more beneficial than would a reduction of nutritious food at a time 
when disease is lurking about; but if people wish to secure greater im- 
munity from sickness they will accomplish it only by close and persistent 
observance of the laws of health. Occasional attempts in this line will 
not produce permanent benefits ; constant conformity to proper rules is 
necessary. Wholesome food and drink, regular and cleanly habits, absten- 
tion from hot and intoxicating drinks, the avoidance of excesses—in fact, 
temperance in all things and at all times—are essential to the enjoyment of 
health and long life. This is the generation in which the Lord has de- 
clared that special afflictions and judgments shall come upon the earth ; 
when “plagues shall go forth,” and a “ desolating sickness shall cover the 
land ;” when His scourges “shall pass over by night and by day, and the 
report thereof shall vex all the people.” With the prediction of these 
calamities the Lord also gave to His Church a revelation called the Word 
of Wisdom, which in these matters is for “the temporal salvation of all 
Saints in the last days.” All members of the Church who have confidence 
in the word of the Lord, and desire to receive the benefits of His prom 


* 
— — ä —0G—— j — — 
— — — — — —-¼ ——:——! J 
if 

* 


ise, will manifest their faith by their works. There is necessity to-day 
for a better understanding and closer observance, on the part of the 
Latter-day Saints, of the precepts of the Lord upon this subject than has 
been exhibited in all cases. Those who are wise will not delay preparation 
for the things which are coming upon the earth. 


AND Appomrment.—Elder James J. W. Dune! is 
released from his — to 
return home. 

Elder David Wilcken is released eis his labors as Traveling Elder in 
the Swiss and German Mission, and is appointed to labor as Traveling 
Elder in the Leeds Conference of the British Mission. 


Norrmenax Conrerence Nortice.—The Nottingham Conference will 
be held on Sunday, April 3, 1892, at the Temperance Hall, St. Ann’s Street, 
Nottingham. Meetings will commence at 10:30 a.m. and 2 and 6 p.m. 


NEWCASTLE CONFERENCE Norice.—The Newcastle Conference will be 
held at the Temperance Lodge Room, 24 Tennant Street, North Stockton 
on-Tees, on Sunday, 122 85 17. N commence at 10:30 a.m. and 2:30 
and 6 p.m. | 


MANCHESTER CONFERENCE. 


MINUTES of the Manchester Conference, held at the Coffee Palace, 1 
Henshaw Street, Oldham, Sunday, February 14, 1892. There were present: 
Apostle Brigham Young, President of the European Mission ; Elder John 
C. Cutler, of the Liverpool office; R. A. Jones, Traveling Elder in the 
Cheltenham Conference ; Elder H. W. Woolley, President of, and John F. 
Merrill, John R. Booth, T. G. Humphrey, E. A. Stratford, H. A. Woodruff, 
and Ira T. Williams, Traveling Elders in the Manchester Conference. 
10:30 a. m. Singing. Prayer by Elder Woodruff. Singing. 

Elder Humphrey was called and addressed the congregation. He 
pointed out that the Gospel had been restored in this age, and was being 
taught by the Elders of Israel wherever they had the opportunity. In re- 
porting his district, he said the Saints therein were striving to do * 
duty. 

Elder Williams said that in the short time he had been in the mission 
field he had found a few who were willing to listen to the Gospel message, 
but the majority of the people do not care for it. 

Elder Merrill said he knew the Gospel was true, and that those who 
obeyed its principles would receive the Divine testimony. It was difficult 
to get people to understand those principles, notwithstanding the fact 
that they were plainly set forth ; but, as a rule, people prefer to remain 
in their present condition rather than make any effort to secure salvation. 

Elder Woodruff spoke of the apostasy from Christianity, which was 
manifest in the difference between the Church of Christ in ancient times 
and the factions into which professing Christians are now divided, This 
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apostasy had been so extensive that it was necessary for the Lord to send 
an angel with the Gospel message, which is now being preached by the 
Latter-day Saints. It is the same Gospel as taught by Christ and His 

Apostles, and the Lord confirms the word in those that receive it. | 

President Young spoke of the unstable condition of the faith of the 
different religious denominations, and its deficiency in the power of salva- 
tion. The Church of Christ is guided by revelation from Him, and it is 
the privilege of His Saints to enjoy the inspiration of His Spirit con- 
tinually, by keeping His commandments. The speaker exhorted the 
Saints to show forth love and kindness to each other, and to bear the 
Gospel of peace and light to all those that sit in darkness. 

Singing. Benediction by Elder Jones. 

2 p.m. Singing. Prayer by Elder Booth. Singing. The Sacrament 
was administered by Elders Stratford and Humphrey. 

Elder Booth expressed his gratitude to the Saints for the kindness they 
had shown him. He reported the Farnworth district, where he had been 
engaged in missionary labors, as being 1 in a fair condition. 

Elder Stratford spoke of the signs of the times and of the judgments 


which had been predicted as decreed to come upon the earth in the latter 


days. In order that salvation might come to the people, the Lord had in 
this dispensation restored the Gospel to earth. Its first principles were 
faith in the Lord, repentance, and baptism of the water and of the Spirit. 
Those who received these ordinanccs and followed the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit by keeping the commandments of God, were led into all 
truth, according to the promise of the Savior. | 

The authorities of the Church, of the European Mission, and of the 
Manchester Conference were presented and unanimously sustained. _ 

Elder Cutler said it felt like getting back home to see the faces of such 
a number with whom he had spent so many pleasant hours. Like his 
brethren, he had a message to deliver to the people ; that was that the 
Gospel of the Lord had been revealed to men, by a heavenly messenger, in 
this age, and its principles and powers were the same as when it was with 
the Former-day Saints. Its principles are easy of comprehension, and it is 
plain that the doctrines taught by the Latter-day Saints are the same as 
those taught by the Master and His disciples anciently. It seems strange 
to some that so many Bible readers as there are to day do not realize the 
necessity of embracing them; but the reason is that they love the tradi- 


tion of men more than obedience to the Lord. The same condition ex- 


isted in the days of the Savior, therefore the people were condemned 
for rejecting His Gospel. The Saints should strive to walk in all 
faithfulness, and not weary in well doing, but remember that the prize 
will be awarded to those who endure to the end. 

President Young spoke on the conditions that existed at the first 


: coming of the Lord, and the capacity in which He presented Himself to 


the people ; of the different situation in which He would appear at His 
second coming; of the degrees of glory in the kingdom of heaven; and 
of the work to be accomplished during the Millennium. 

Singing. — by Elder Merrill. 
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p. m. Singing. Prayer by Elder Cutler. Singing. 

President Young spoke of the blessings to be obtained and enjoyed by 
the Saints through obedience to the Gospel, and which are not received 
by the world. In the Gospel, the principle of revelation will lead us into 
a knowledge of all righteousness ; through it the Holy Spirit operates to 
guide all our actions if we will listen to its promptings. The speaker also 
dwelt upon the necessity of authority from God to administer in the 
ordinances of His Gospel. 

Elder Jones spoke of the occasion when the Lord sent His Apostles out 
to preach the Gospel in all the world ; and he exhorted the people to seek 
to realize the necessity of receiving that Gospel. 

President Woolley exhorted the Saints to be diligent in performing 
their duties, that the blessings of heaven may continue and increase with 
them. 

Singing. Benediction by Elder Williams. 


Grorce C. CLARE, Clerk. 


APPLICATION FOR AMNESTY. 


THE question of extending the liberties of the people of Utah under the 
territorial form of government in the United States has been before Con- 
gress for consideration during the past few weeks, and in the discussion 
of the subject, mention was made of an application by leading men of the 
Church for general amnesty. The petition referred to reads as follows : 


Sait LAkx, Dec. 19, 1891. 


We, the First Presidency and Apostles of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints, beg respectfully to represent to your Excellency the 
0% fon — or 

e formerly ta our et my, or celestial marriage, 
as commanded by e J oseph maith’ was right; that it was a 
necessity to man’s highest exaltation in the life to come. 

That doctrine was publicly promulgated by our President, the late 
Brigham Young, forty years ago, and was steadily taught and impressed 
upon the Latter-day Saints up to a short time before September, 1890. 
Our people are devout and sincere, and they accepted the doctrine, and 
many personally embraced and practiced polygamy. 7 

ien the government sought to stamp the practice out, our people, 
almost without exception, remained firm, for they, while having no desire 
to oppose the government in anything, still felt that their lives and their 
honor as men were pledged to a vindication of their faith; and that their 
duty towards those whose lives were a part of their own was a paramount 
one, to fulfil which they had no right to count anything, not even their 
own lives, as standing in the way. Following this conviction, hundreds 
- endured arrest, trial, fine and imprisonment, and the immeasurable auf- 
fering borne by the faithful people no language can describe. That suf- 
fering, in abated form, still continues. BS „ 

More, the government added disfranchisement to its other punishments 

for those who clung to their faith and fulfilled its covenants... - . 
i ing to our faith the head of our Church receives, from time to 


time, revelations of his C 
In Septambe of the Shareb,, in aguish and 
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advise the members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
that the law commanding polygamy was henceforth suspended. _ 

At the great semi-annual conference which was held a few days later, 
this was submitted to the people, numbering many thousands, and rep- 
resenting every community of the people in Utah, and was by them in 
the most solemn manner accepted as the future rule of their lives. 

They have since been faithful to the covenant made that day. - | 

At the late October conference, after a year had by, the matter 
was once more submitted to the thousands of people gathered together, 
and they again, in the most potential manner, ratified the solemn covenant. 

This being the true situation, and believing that the object of the 
government was simply the vindication of its own authority and to com- 
pel obedience to its laws, and that it takes no pleasure in 2 we 
respectfully pray that full amnesty may be extended to all who are under 
disabilities because of the operation of the so-called Edmunds and Ed- 
munds-Tucker laws. Our people are scattered ; homes are made desolate ; 
many are still imprisoned ; others are banished or in hiding. Our hearts 
bleed for these. the past they followed our counsels, and while they 
Are thus afflicted our souls are in sackcloth and ashes. ¥ 

We believe there are nowhere in the Union a more loyal people than 
the Latter-day Saints. They know no other country except this. They 
expect to live and die on this soil. : 

hen the men of the South, who were in rebellion against the govern- 

ment, in 1865, threw down their arms and asked for recognition along the 
old lines of citizenship, the government hastened to grant their prayer. 
To be at peace with the government and in harmony with their fellow 
citizens who not their to — — the of the 
government and people, our people have voluntarily put aside something 
which all their lives they have believed to be a sacred principle. 

Have they not the right to ask for such clemency as comes when the 
claims of both law and justice have been fully liquidated? : 

As shepherds of a patient and suffering people, we ask amnesty for 
them, and pledge our faith and honor for their future. 

And your petitioners will ever pray. | 


WILFORD WoopkUFF, GEoRGE Q. CANNON, 
JOSEPH F. SMITH, LORENZO SNow, 
FRANKLIN D. Ricuarps, Mosks THATCHER, 
Francis M. Lyman, H. J. GRANT, 


. W. NTHON H. Luxp 
| ABRAHAM H. CAN NON. 
To this application was appended the following endorsement and rec- 
ommendation: | 
| Satt Lake Crrr, Utah, December 21, 1891. 
To the President: We have the honor to forward herewith a petition 
signed by the President and most influential members of the “ Mormon” 
Church. We have no doubt of its sincerity, and no doubt it is tendered. 
in absolute faith. The signers include some who were most deter- 
mined in adhering to their religious faith, while polygamy, either manda- 
tory or permissive, was one of its tenets, and they are men who would not 
lightly pledge their faith and honor to the government or subscribe to 
such a document without having fully resolved to make their words good 
in letter and spirit. | 
We warmly recommend a favorable consideration of this —— me : 
Jour Excellency shall find it consistent with your public duties fo — 
the relief saved, we believe it would be graciously received by the or- 


mon people and tend to evince to them, what has always been asserted, 
that the government is beneficent. in ita intentions, only asks obedience 
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— 7 laws, and desires all law 3 citizens to enjoy all the benefits 
rivileges of citizenship. e üb! it will be better for the future if 


— 1 Mormon people — — receive this mark of confidence. 


As to the form and — of a reprieve or pardon, granted in the exer- 
cise of your constitutio — — we make no suggestions. You and 
our law advisers will now how to grant what you may think should 


granted. We are, v tfully, 
THO Governor of Utah. 


CHARLES S. Zang, Chief Justice of Utah Territory. 
There were also attached to this document the signatures of Judges 
Miner, Blackburn and Anderson, of the Territorial Supreme Court; and 
those of four members of the Utah Commission and C. C. Goodwin, editor 
of the Salt Lake Tribune. The request of the petitioners is now under 
consideration by the President of the United States. | 


UTAH NEWS. 


caught under the roof of a falling shed. 

The furniture store of E. Stratford & Sons, at Ogden, was the scene of a fire on Feb- 
ruary 13. The loss amounted to $10,000. 

Addison Greene, who died at his home in Newbern, Illinois, on February 1, was a 
member of Zion’s Camp, and a nephew of the late President Brigham Young. 

Mrs. Bolivar Roberts, wife of the territorial treasurer, died suddenly at Salt Lake 
City, on February 10. She was aged fifty years, and was s daughter of the late Apostle 
Ezra T. Benson. 

In sinking a shaft at the La Plata mine on February 8, a cave was entered at a depth 
of 106 feet below the surface. The recess was explored for a distance of 400 feet, but its 
full extent is yet unknown. 

Col. O. J. Hollister died suddenly at Salt Lake City, on February 12, of heart disease. 
He has rezided in Utah twenty years, having been a federal office holder the whole time. 
He was chiefly noted for his anti- Mormon” proclivities. 

- Arthur Brown, a prominent lawyer of Salt Lake City, has commenced a libel suit 
against the Tribune because of the publication by the latter of an account of an alterca- 
tion in which Mr. Brown was alleged to have figured, and which never occurred. 

The Great Salt Lake valley was visited by a dense white fog from February 14 to 16. 
The. unusual visitation ia not highly gratifying to the residents, who greatly prefer the 
clear atmosphere and bright sunshine which they are so abundantly blessed with. | 

The Central Pacific Railway has commenoed a suit to recover possession of 11,000 acres 
of land west and northwest of Ogden. There are over a hundred settlers on the land, 
which was purchased from a Mr. 
which says he never paid for it. 

The bodies of Robert L. Bybee, Jr., sink Whe 
Manti, the husband having N February 9, and his wife four hours pre : 
viously—at 11 p.m. on February 8. The deceased were highly respected in the com- 
munity, and the circumstances connected with their demise give un additional ‘pathos to 
the sad event. In August last Mr. Bybee met with an accident in a saw mill, which 
necessitated his removal to a hospital at Salt Lake for treatment: Surgical attendance | 
was without avail, and he died as stated, after months of suffering. On January 31, 
Mrs. Bybee gave birth to a child, and took a cold which resulted in her death. The 
| 
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